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African American and Latino leaders worried they’re about to get the short end of the stick in redistricting are participating this morning in a 9 a.m. conference call organized by the Rev. Al Sharpton to map out a unified push-back strategy, according to a source with knowledge of their plan. 

These leaders suspect the maps released by the court-appointed special master, US Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, will not be a starting point for negotiations, as legislative leaders suggested yesterday, but instead will provide cover for the Senate and Assembly majorities to shortchange minority communities – particularly in the Bronx – to protect white incumbents. 

The Assembly Democrats’ decision not to register any objections to Mann’s plan only exacerbated the situation and solidified that suspicion. 

It has been believed for weeks that the Assembly Democrats were deadlocked by a power struggle between Manhattan Democratic Chairman Keith Wright and his Bronx counterpart, Carl Heastie, over the future of Rep. Charlie Rangel’s district. 

The Senate Republicans have been using the Heastie-Wright fight as an explanation for why they were unable to come up with a House redistricting deal with their majority counterparts on the other side of the Capitol, and the Assembly Democratic leadership has done nothing to dispel that.

However, according to this source, Heastie and Wright presented the Assembly majority leadership with a deal last night in which Rangel’s district would get about 300,000 voters from each other their boroughs with another 100,000 from Westchester County. 

That would keep preserve Rangel’s historic “black” seat, but also giving the tie-breaking vote in selecting his successor – should Rangel retire mid-term after winning re-election this fall (assuming he does), to Westchester County Democratic Chairman Reggie LaFayette. 

But the agreement was rejected by Assembly Democratic counsel Jim Yates, according to this source, who said it appears the Senate Republicans like the special master’s plan, making it difficult to cut a deal with them at this late date.

“There’s a growing sense or realization that what’s happening is the Heastie-Wright dispute gave cover to the real agenda, which was protecting white incumbents at expense of Rangel and a new Latino district,” the source fumed. “Now that it has dawned on them, it’s infuriating people.”

“…What’s happening is that every time you come up with a resolution the Shelly team comes up with another reason for why it can’t work. It’s ‘We can’t do this because we can’t piss off so and so.’”

Black and Latino leaders are particularly ticked off by the perception that the Assembly leadership is going out of its way to deliver for Queens Democratic Chairman/Rep. Joe Crowley, who desperately wanted to get rid of the Bronx piece of his district, and to create a new district in Queens in which Assemblyman Rory Lancman, as my source put it, “gets a free pass to Congress.” (Unless, of course, Rep. Gary Ackerman decides to run there, too). 

Participation on the 9 a.m. call is expected to include Heastie and Wright; Sen. Adriano Espaillat, who very much wants to see a new Latino district created so he can run in it; Assemblyman Karim Camara, chair of the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative Caucus; Sen. Ruben Diaz Sr., who has been outspoken about plans to break up the Bronx; and state Democratic Party Executive Director Charlie King. 

King’s participation in the call is not sanction by the Cuomo administration, according to the source. King was hand-picked by Cuomo for his current post during the 2010 campaign, but he worked for Sharpton for years prior to that and has maintained strong ties to him.

The unification of the black and Latino leadership is coming late in this redistricting process. Individual members have spoken out against the disenfranchisement of minority voters in both the state legislative and congressional lines, but there has been no organized opposition effort to date. 

This new development could present a problem for Cuomo, who has had an up and down relationship with the black and Latino communities for years, dating back to his short-lived primary challenge to then-state Comptroller H. Carl McCall, the state’s first black major party candidate for governor, in 2002. 

(In true Cuomonian style, the governor has since turned McCall into an ally, making him a top surrogate in the 2010 campaign and the 2011 budget battle and appointing him chair of the SUNY Board of Trustees). 

“If the congressional lines go down badly, it’s going to be a war out there,” the source said. 

“Once we get though this mess, the other lines – the Senate and Assembly lines – become equally important. There will be outside coalitions created, organized. The fight will continue on…everyone’s been paying attention.”

“…When you get to the Assembly and Senate lines. I don’t think that anyone’s going to get a free pass. The governor is going to want one, but what if every black and brown elected votes no? He’s going to have a hard time signing then.”
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